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From the Christian Observer. 
the Life of Columbus, and its Disregarded Lessons. 

Christopher Columbus was a native of Genoa. 
He was the son of a wool-comber, and his forefa- 
thers had followed that trade or handicraft for 
several generations. But as he soon showed a pre- 
dilection for a seafaring life, he was sent for a short 
time in his youth to the university in Pavia, where 
he studied geometry, geography, astronomy, and 
navigation. At about the age of fourteen, he made 
his first voyage, after which he is to be regarded 
as one devoted to the calling of a navigator. For 
twenty years we have only faint glimpses of his 
life as a seaman, but these show us that up to his 
thirty-fifth year he was ceaselessly employed ; 
sometimes in commerce, sometimes in war; but 
invariably in active life on the ocean. 

It was about the year 1470 that Columbus ar- 
rived in Lisbon. The efforts and enterprise of 
Prince Henry of Portugal had attracted to the 
Lusitanian capital “ the learned, the curious, and 
the adventurous,” from all parts of the world. 
This distinguished man, the son of King John I. 
and Philippa of Lancaster, sister to our own Henry 
IV., had for years been labouring in the study of 
the sciences, and in the promotion of geographical 
discoveries, and had assembled around him men 
who were devoted to scientific researches from va- 
rious countries. Under his auspices a great part 
of the west African coast had been explored, seve- 
ral important settlements founded, and a way 
opened for the grand discoveries of Vasco de Gama, 
which rendered memorable the close of that cen- 
tury. 

Columbus had been a thoughtful, reasoning, and 
enthusiastic navigator from his youth; and when 
he visited Portugal, he was led there by the in- 
terest he took in Prince Henry’s undertakings. 
While resident in Lisbon, he married the daughter 
of an Italian lately dead, who had been oue of 
Prince Henry’s most distinguished navigators, and 
from his wife's mother he obtained the papers, 
charts, and journals of the deceased commander. 
During the intervals of his voyages to Guinea or 
elsewhere, he constructed maps and charts, and 
corresponded with men of science in Italy and 
other coyntries. The moment was one in which, 
all over Europe, the question was agitating men’s 
minds, “ How India was to be reached by sea?” 
The route afterwards taken by Vasco de Gama, by 
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the Cape of Good Hope, had not yet been disco- 
vered; the existence of the American continent 
was wholly unknown; and, among other problems 
then under examination, that which chiefly inte- 
rested Columbus was, whether a voyage from Eu- 
rope, due west, would not, in process of time, bring 
the voyagers to the eastern side of the Asiatic con- 
tinent. 

It is abundantly evident that, in the course of 
the twenty-two years which elapsed between his 
arrival at Lisbon in 1470, and his agreement with 
the sovereigns of Spain in 1492, the mind of Co- 
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upon the subject. But already we begin to meet 


with that fatal mistake which embittered the whole 
of the great navigator’s after life. Himself the son 
of an Italian artisan, and entirely destitute of all 
means for the fitting out a proper squadron of dis- 
covery, he yet # demanded,” says Irving, “ high 
and honourable titles and rewards, that he might 
leave behind him a name and a family worthy of 
his achievements.” ‘ 
John II. is accused of double-dealing in this 
negotiation; but, however this might be, it is cer- 
tain that the negotiation between him and Colum- 


lumbus became quite settled upon this point. And|bus came to an unfavourable close, and, towards 


the difference which existed between the scientific 
view taken by him, and the popular notion which 
was generally prevalent, may be easily stated. 

No one had yet proved that the earth was a 


the end of 1484, the enthusiastic navigator, whose 
whole soul seems to have been now wrapped up in 


the great idea which had possessed him, quitted 


Portugal, and passed into Spain. It seems probable 


globe, by walking, or riding, or sailing round it.|that he had to leave behind him creditors whom he 


Men in general regarded it as a flat surface, ex- 
tending over many thousands of miles, and divided, 


could not satisfy. Like thousands of other pro- 
jectors, “he had suffered his own affairs,” says 


in common language, into three great districts—| Irving, “ to go to ruin, and was reduced to struggle 


Europe, Africa, and Asia. 
continent flowed the measureless ocean, whose ex- 
tent no one had attempted to ascertain; and be- 
yond which there might exist what no one could 


All round this vast|hard with poverty. 


He had to beg his way from 


court to court, to offer to princes the discovery of a 
world.” 


A notion prevails, which seems to have some 


divine. Taking this view, it was natural that the| probability, that his project was next urged upon 
man who proposed boldly to plunge into this un-|the government of his own State, Genoa, but urged 
explored abyss of waters, and to discover what|in vain. Itis towards the end of 1485, in the fiftieth 
might lie beyond it, should be regarded in very| year of his age, that we find himinthesouth of Spain, 
nearly the same light as any enthusiast would now |seeking to interest in his great object the Spanish 
be who should fill his balloon with gas sufficient|nobles of Andalusia. The Duke of Medina Celi 
for a month, and leave this earth on a voyage of|entertained him at his house, and, for a time, 
discovery among the stars. But to Columbus, and|seemed disposed to provide him with two or three 
many other men of that time who had studied the| vessels fit for such an enterprise. But the project 
subject in the light of science, the whole matter|appeared too vast for a subject, and the duke 
presented itself in a totally different aspect. They|finally preferred to give Columbus a letter to 
had fully satisfied themselves of the globular figure | Queen Isabella, recommending him to her notice. 
of the earth; and this fact, when once it was firmly |The ardent navigator was thus once more engaged 
believed, changed entirely the whole position of|in the anxious toil of a court-suitor, and he spent 
the question. Since some travellers had journeyed | the following six years of his life in the painful and 
half round the earth, why should not others com-|harassing task of following the king and queen 
plete the circuit? Marco Polo and Mandeville, |from place to place, waiting their leisure to attend 
journeying to the east, had travelled over thousands|to him. At last, in February, 1492, he turned his 
of miles until they reached the eastern limits of|back on the Spanish court, and set out for France, 
Asia. What was to prevent a navigator, keeping| with the purpose of addressing his application, in 
in the same latitude, and sailing ¢o the west, from |the fifty-seventh year of his age, to a fourth go- 
arriving at the same point? These questions were|vernment, undismayed by three previous failures. 


revolved in the minds of Columbus and his friends, 
year after year, till it became established in his 
mind and theirs, as a settled principle, that a ship, 
properly equipped and provided, and sailing from 
the coasts of Spain to the westward, must, in due 
time, arrive at the eastern shores of the great 
Asiatic continent. 

When this belief had been thoroughly adopted, 
it became very natural that an ardent and enthu- 
siastic man like Columbus, being also a fearless 
navigator, should begin to entertain a vehement 
desire to be himself the first discoverer of the great 
western road to China, India, and Japan. And 
accordingly, about 1483 or 1484, some ten or 
twelve years after his attention had first been di- 
rected to the question, we find Columbus asking an 
audience of John II. of Portugal, and laying his 
calculations and his plans before him. His offer 
was entertained, and several conferences were held 


Irving justly remarks that it is impossible not to 
admire the great constancy of purpose and loftiness 
of spirit displayed by Columbus. More than eigh- 
teen years had now elapsed “ since he first espoused 
the project. What poverty, negleet, ridicule, cou- 
tumely, and disappointment had he not suffered ; 
yet nothing could shake his perseverance.” ; 
But while we readily accord to the great navi- 
gator all this praise, it would be wrong to overlook 
the fact, which now begins to be very apparent, 
that a disregard of the counsel of God to Baruch, 
(Jer. xlv. 5,) was the grand mistake of his life. 
He quitted the court of Spain—not because the 
king and queen refused to entertain the project, 
but on a quarrel about terms! “His principal 
stipulation was,” says Irving, ‘‘ that he should be 
invested with the titles and privileges of admiral 
and viceroy over the countries he should discover, 
with one-tenth of all gains, either by trade or con- 
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quest.” “ More moderate conditions were offered |lawful,” says he, in another work, “when Christ 
to Columbus, and such as appeared highly honour-|has pronouned that he who lives by the sword shall 
able and advantageous. It was all in vain; he|perish by the sword? Canany one, who pomnaens! 
would not cede one point of his demands, and the|the peaceable doctrine of the gospel, be a soldier, | 
negotiation was broken off.” |when,it is his duty not so much as to go to law? 
We do not meddle with the dispute, whether| And shall he, who is not to revenge his own wrongs 
this conduct on the part of Columbus was “ mer- [be instrumental in bringing others into chains, im- 
cenary” or not. We merely take notice of the fact, | prisonment, torture, death ?” —So that the very same 
that this determination to be great was the one|arguments which are brought in defence of war at 
grand source of all the miseries of his subsequent |the present day, were brought against the christians 
life. The position assumed by him was uulike|sixteen hundred years ago; and, sixteen hundred 
that of any other discoverer. Vasco de Gama, |years ago, they were repelled by these faithful con- 
Cabral, and others, were, again and again, sent |tenders for the purity of our religion. It is remark- 
forth by the neighbouring government of Portugal. |able, too, that Tertullian appeals to the precepts 
They expected and received honours and rewards |from the mount, in proof of those principles on 
for their courage, enterprise, and success; but we! which this Essay has been insisting :—that the dis- 
never hear, on their part, of any strife or conten- |positions which the precepts inculcate are not com- 
tion about éerms, or of any “demand” for such or|patible with war, and that war, therefore, is irrecon- 
such great honours, titles, or privileges. ‘This pe-|cileable with christianity. 
culiar pretension was put forth only by this son of} If it be possible, a still stronger evidence of the 
a Genoese wool-comber. As we have already said, | primitive belief is contained in the circumstance, 
we mean not to discuss the abstract justice of his|that some of the christian authors declared that the 
pretensions; we desire not to stigmatize him as|7efusal of the christian to bear arms, was a fulfil- 
greedy of gain; but we point out ¢izs as the one |ment of ancient prophecy. The peculiar strength 
fatal mistake of his life; as that which embittered |of this evidence consists in this—that the fact of a 
every step of his otherwise splendid career; and, refusal to bear arms is assumed as notorious and 
finally, overshadowed his latest days with all the}unquestioned. Irenzeus, who lived about Anno 
gloom of disappointed hopes and frustrated expec-|180, affirms that the prophecy of Isaiah, which de- 
tations. clared that men should turn their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks, 
a \had been fulfilled in his time ; “ for the christians,” 
Dymond on War. says he, “have changed their swords and their 
(Continued from page 195.) lances into instruments of peace, and they know! 
These were not the sentiments, and this was not! sot now how to Jight.” Justin Martyr, his con- 
the conduct, of the insulated individuals who might temporary, writes,—“ That the prophecy is fulfilled, 
be actuated by individual opinions, or by their pri- you have good reason to believe, for we, who in 
vate interpretations of the duties of christianity. |times past killed one another, do not now fight with 
Their principles were the principles of the body.|our enemics.” Tertullian, who lived later, says,| 
They were recognized and defended by the chris- |“ You must confess that the prophecy has been 
tian writers their contemporaries. Justin Martyr | accomplished as far as the practice of every indi- 





(To be continued.) 





and Tatian talk of soldiers and christians as distinct vidwal is concerned, to whom it is applicable.” 
characters ; and Tatian says that the christians de-| It has been sometimes said, that the motive 
clined even military commands. Clemens of Alex- | which influenced the early christians to refuse to 


“to cheat ;”—when “christian casuists” had per. 
suaded them that they might “sit at meat in the 
idol’s temple ;”—when christians accepted even the 
priesthoods of idolatry. Ina word, they became 
soldiers, when they had ceased to be christians, 

The departure from the original faithfulness was, 
however, not suddenly general. Like every other 
corruption, war obtained by degrees. During the 
first two hundred years, not a christian soldier jg 
upon record. In the third century, when chris. 
tianity became partially corrupted, christian sol. 
diers were common. ‘The number increased with 
the increase of the general profligacy ; until at last, 
in the fourth century, christians became soldiers 
without hesitation, and, perhaps, without remorse, 
Here and there, however, an ancient father stil] 
lifted up his voice for peace ; but these, one after 
another, dropping from the world, the tenet that war 
is unlawful, ceased at length to be a tenet of the 
church. 

Such was the origin of the present belief in the 
lawfulness of war. It began in unfaithfulness, was 
nurtured by profligacy, and was confirmed by gene- 
ral corruption. We seriously, then, and solemnly 
invite the conscientious christian of the present day, 
to consider these things. Had the professors of 
christianity continued in the purity and faithfulness 
of their forefathers, we should now have believed 
that war was forbidden; and Europe, many long 
centuries ago, would have reposed in peace, 

Let it always be borne in mind by those who 
are advocating war, that they are contending fora 
corruption which their forefathers abhorred; and 
that they are making Jesus Christ the sanctioner 
of crimes, which his purest followers offered up their 
lives because they would not commit. 

An argument has sometimes been advanced in 
favour of war from the Divine communications to 
the Jews under the administration of Moses. It 
has been said that as wars were allowed -and en- 
joined to that people, they cannot be inconsistent 
with the will of God. 

We have no intention to dispute, that, under the 





andria calls his christian contemporaries the “ Fol- engage in war, consisted in the idolatry which was 
lowers of Peace,” and expressly tells us that “ the connected with the Roman armies. One motive! 
followers of peace used none of the implements of this idolatry unquestionably afforded ; but it is ob-| 
war.” Lactantius, another early christian, says ex- | vious, from the quotations which we have given,| 
pressly, “It can never be lawful for a righteous that their belief of the unlawfulness of fighting, | 
man to goto war.” About the end of the second independent of any question of idolatry, was an in-| 
century, Celsus, one of the opponents of christianity, superable objection to engaging in war. Their. 
charged the christians wth refusing to bear arms | words are explicit : “I cannot fight if I die.”—* I 
even in case of necessity. Origen, the defender of/am a christian, and, therefore, | cannot fight.”— 
the christians, does not think of denying the fact; |“ Christ,” says Tertullian, “by disarming Peter, 
he admits the refusal, and justifies it, becawse war disarmed every soldier ;” and Peter was not about 
was unlawful. Kiven after christianity had spread 'to fight in the armies of idolatry. So entire was! 
over almost the whole of the known world, Ter-|their conviction of the incompatibility of war with 
tullian, in speaking of a part of the Roman armies, jour religion, that they would not even Le present at 
including more than one third of the standing le-|the gladiatorial fights, “lest,” says Theophilus, | 
gions of Rome, distinctly informs us that “ not a |‘ we should become partakers of the murders com- 
christian could be found amongst them.” \mitted there,’’ Can any one believe that they who 

All this is explicit. The evidence of the follow-|would not even witness a battle between two men 


‘ ; ; | : : ce 
ing facts is however, yet more determinate and sat-| would themselves fight in a battle between armies 7) 


isfactory. Some of the arguments which, at the | And the destruction of a gladiator, it should be re- 
present day, are brought against the advocates of ‘membered, was authorized by the state as much as| 
peace, were then urged against these early chris- ithe destruction of enemies in war. 

tians ; and these arguments they examined and re-| It is, therefore, indisputable, that the christians 
pelled, ‘This indicates investigation and inquiry, | who lived nearest to the time of our Saviour, be- 
and manifests that their belief of the unlawfulness lieved, with undoubting confidence, that he had un- 
of war was not a vague opinion, hastily admitted, | equivocally forbidden war—that they openly avow- 
and loosely floating amongst them ; but that it was|ed this belief, and that, in support of it, they were 
the result of deliberate examination, and a conse- | willing to sacrifice, and did sacrifice, their fortunes 
quent firm conviction that Christ had forbidden it.|and their lives. 

Tertullian says, “Though the soldiers came to 
John and received a certain form to be observed,| And when?—When their general fidelity to chris- 
yet Jesus Christ, by disarming Peter, disarmed |tianity became relaxed ;—when, in other respects, 
every soldier afterwards; for custom never sanc- | 


Christians, however, afterwards became soldiers. | 


Mosaic dispensation, some wars were allowed, or 
that they were enjoined upon the Jews as an im- 
perative duty. But those who refer, in justifica- 
tion of our present practice, to the authority by 


which the Jews prosecuted their wars, must be ex- 


pected to produce the same authority for our own. 
Wars were commanded to the Jews, but are they 
commanded to us? War, in the abstract, was 
never commanded. And, surely, those specific 
wars which were enjoined upon the Jews for an ex- 
press purpose, are neither authority nor example 
tor us, who have received no such injunction, and 
can plead no such purpose. 

It will, perhaps, be said that the commands to 
prosecute wars, even to extermination, are so posi 
tive and so often repeated, that it is not probable, 
if they were inconsistent with the will of Heaven, 
they would have been thus peremptorily enjoined. 
We answer, that they were not inconsistent with 
the will of Heaven then. But even then, the pro- 
phets foresaw that they were not accordant with 
the universal will of God, since they predicted that 
when that will should be fulfilled, war should be 
eradicated from the world. And by what dispen- 
sation was this will to be fulfilled? By that of the 
“ Rod out of the stem of Jesse.” ; 

But what do those who refer to the dispensation 
of Moses maintain? Do they say that the injune- 
tions to the Jews are binding upon them? If they 
say this, we have at least reason to ask them for 
greater consistency of obedience. That these in- 


|junctions, in point of fact, do not bind them, they 





|they violated its principles ;—when they had begun 
. ” “og . ‘ . . * “2 . 
tions any unlawful act. Can a soldier's life be|*‘to dissemble,” and “to falsify their word,” and 


| portion of them, enforced as those injunctions were, 


give sufficient proof, by the neglect of the greater 
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by the same authority as that which commanded |these experiments ; for Dr. Inman afterwards re- 
war. They have, therefore, so far as their argu-| marks in reference to cotton, though not specially 
ment is concerned, annulled the injunctions by their |to animal wool, that in effect, and on account pro- 
own rejection of them. And out of ten precepts to | bably of the relative forms and surfaces and access 
reject nine and retain one, is a gratuitous and idle |to air, of the different substances, ‘it is far more 
mode of argument. difficult to get small quantities of tow to ‘ignite, 
IfI be told that we still acknowledge the obliga-|even under very favourable circumstances, than 
tion of many of these precepts, I answer that we|cotton-wool; indeed we may say that when the 
acknowledge the duties which they enjoin, but not | quantities used are small, it is difficult to procure 
because of the authority which enjoined them. We|actual ignition with anything but cotton-wool; 
obey the injunctions, not because they were dilivered | when the quantity used is large, it is only a ques- 
under the law, but because they are enforced by |tion of time.’ 

christianity. The command, “ Thou shalt not kill,”| “One point well worthy of notice is the enor- 
has never been abolished; but christians do not|mous amount of oxygen absorbed by painters’ oil 
prohibit murder because it was denounced in the|in the first twelve hours, compared with the ulti- 
decalogue, they would have prohibited it if the|mate quantity. This, the writer suggests, may ex- 
decalogue had never existed. plain how it is that fires so frequently break out 
And why was the law superseded? Because it| within a very brief period after workmen have 
“made nothing perfect.” —“ The law was given by|quitted premises where they may have been using 
Moses, but grace and ¢ruéh came by Jesus Christ.” | painters’ oil, and have left their greasy aprons, 
The manner in which the author of “truth” pre-|rags, or pieces of cotton on which their hands may 
faced some of his most important precepts, is much |have been wiped near to each other, or to a warm 
toour present purpose. “ It hath been said by them|steam-pipe or stove not yet cold (or in a warm 
of old time, an eye for an eye,” X&c. He then intro-|summer day to sunshine, we might add ;) or that 
duces his own precept with the contradistinguishing|some few drops of oil have extended from the cans 
prefacee—“ But J say unto you.” This, therefore, |to some dust, saw-dust, shavings, and the like. In 
appears to be a specific abrogation of the authority |such cases we have the materials provided and the 
of the legal injunctions, and an introduction of an-|train laid, as it were, for a conflagration which 

other system; and this is all that our present pur-| will burst out in an hour or two. 
pose requires. The truth is, that the law was| “ Professor Graham refers to instances of olive 
abolished because of its imperfections ; yet we take|oil igniting upon saw-dust; of greasy rags from 
hold of one of these imperfections in justification of| butter, heaped together, taking fire within twenty- 
our present practice. Is it because we feel that we|four hours; of the spontaneous combustion of a 
cannot defend it by our own religion. tape measure, covered with oil varnish; and even 
(To be continued.) of an oilskin umbrella put aside in a damp state. 
an The ignition of such materials, generally, it must 
Spontancous Combustion. be noted, is greatly favoured by a slight warmth, 

(Concluded from page 123.) such as the heat of the sun.” 

A writer of high scientific authority thus speaks} Another writer says: It is a fact better ascer- 
of spontaneous combustion : tained than accounted for that fixed oils, when 
“The fires that owe their origin to spontaneous| mixed with any light kind of charcoal, or sub- 
combustion, are much more numerous than the|stances containing carbon, such as cotton, flax, or 
public are aware of, or will readily believe. In-|even wool, which is not of itself inflammable, heat 
deed, we are convinced that many fires, whose|by the process of decomposition, and, after remain- 
mysterious occurrence in places where neither\ing in contact some time, at length burst into 
lamps nor stoves were used, have caused them to/flame. This spontaneous combustion takes place 
be included among the list owing their origin to|in waste cotton that has been employed to wipe 
the melevolence of the incendiary, have in truth| machines, and then thrown away and allowed to 
been produced by natural causes of ignition, which| accumulate intoa heap. An instance of this kind 
better information would have guarded against.|is mentioned, where the waste wool in a manufac- 
Dr. Inman has read before the Literary and Phi-|tory for spinning worsteds was thrown into a cor- 
losophical Society of Liverpool, a larger and more |ner and neglected ; it then heated, and was on the 





that seemed to characterize them, gave a great deal 
of concern and disquietude to the families occupy- 
ing the houses. The origin of these fires was a 
last satisfactorily traced to the spontaneous igni- 
tion of collections of greasy rubbish, occasioned 
sometimes by the warmth of chimneys passing 
through the loft, and at other times by the intense 
heat of the sun, expending its power upon the roofs 
and penetrating through open trap-doors on ex- 
tremely hot days. In two of these instances, strong 
suspicion attached to servant girls, who were at 
length discovered to be entirely innocent. 

The cockloft, in most houses, is made the depo- 
sitory of all kinds of refuse things, such as dirty 
rags, old hats, bonnets, and other articles of cast- 
off wearing apparel, remnants of worn out bed 
clothing, kc. ‘This filthy stuff is allowed to aceu- 
mulate for years without being disturbed. The 
permanent housekeeper never gives it a thought. 
A family vacating a dwelling, hardiy ever removes 
it. The succeeding tenant finds it there, when he 
comes in, and does not touch it; and so the accu- 
mulation goes on from time totime. This rubbish 
invariably contains matter of an oily nature, and 
combustion may ensue from the effect of heat at 
any moment. As a measure of domestic safety, 
the fire marshal would advise every family to clear 
their lofts of all such vile collections, particularly 
where the house has suffered from the ravages of 
time. 

The tendency to spontaneous combustion from 
the mingling of oil with saw-dust, is so great, that 
it would be prudent for oil merchants, and drug- 
gists, and all other dealers in and manufacturers 
of oily aud greasy substauces, to discontinue the 
use of saw-dust or straw, for cleaning the floors of 
their establishments, where they become coated 
with oil or grease. With every precaution on their 
part, a fire might happen. A small quantity of 
sweepings, the removal of which had been forgot- 
ten, left in an oil store or factory at night, would 
be sufficient to cause a conflagration. 

necetitididaeia 

The Reality of the Indwelling of Christ.—The 
situation and prospects in every age, of the true dis- 
ciples of our Lord and Saviour, must prove to the 
Christian mind a subject of vast importance; and 
it deeply concerns every one of us to know for our- 
selves, how far we are promoting, by individual re- 
ception of the leaven of His Gospel, that universal 
diffusion of unmixed “ glory” which, we are as- 
sured, “ shall cover the earth as the waters cover 


complete account of what is known of the circum-| point of bursting into flame, when the attention of|the sea.” The government and dominion of “ the 


stances and causes of spontaneous combustion, that|the workmen was directed to the heap by the 
we have yet seen. It also contains a report of va-|smoke and smell. In cotton mills the danger ex- 
rious experiments by the author himself, which |ists in a still greater degree, and it is believed that 
tend still further to throw a light on this hereto-|the destruction of many cotton factories has been 
fore nascent and somewhat obscure subject. In|occasioned by this means. The cause of this pe- 
testing the influence of different substances, on|culiar property of fixed oils deserves more atten- 
painters’ oil, for instance, in evolving heat, and pro- | tion than has hitherto been paid to it. 

ducing spontaneous combustion, Dr. Inman found} Mr. Marsh, an able chemist, found that iron 
that charcoal had the most powerful influence; in-|long under water, when reduced to powder, inva- 
deed, of this fact painters are already aware, inas-|riably becomes red-hot, and ignites anything it 
much as they know that lamp black and their oil|touches. A general knowledge of this is important, 
have at once to be ground, or they will iguiteevenin|and it accounts for many spontaneous fires. A 
afew minutes. Next to charcoal, stood sponge, then | piece of rusty old iron, brought in contact with a 
worsted, saw-dust, cotton, wool, tow and shavings. | cotton bale in a warehouse, or on shipboard, may 
The precise measure aud time in which these va-| occasion much loss of life and property. 

rious substances absorb oxygen when mixed with| It is calculated that upwards of $100,000 worth 
oil, are noted in a tabular form. We were rather|of cotton has been lost by fires at sea during the 
surprised to find worsted, an animal substance | past year, mostly occasioned by spontaneous com- 
Which merely singes, and does not tend, under or-|bustion from the use of oil in the cotton presses at 
dinary circumstances, to burst into flame when fire, New Orleans, or on shipboard. 

is applied, ranking here next to charcoal, and be-| Several fires have come under the notice of the 
fore cotton-wool ; but our impression of the great-| fire marshal, that broke out under singular cir- 





Prince of life,” “the Prince of Peace,” which is 
ultimately to subdue and reduce all things unto 
itself, (Daniel, ii 4,) the Society of Friends have pre- 
eminently held, to be wholly of a spiritual char- 
acter; it is to be set up within man, and “ cometh 
not by observation,” neither stands in any mere out- 
ward observances, but in “ righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” ‘They have all along 
considered the standing, lasting, and indispensable 
ordinance of the Gospel to be, the manifestation of 
the Saviour by his Spirit, as the Guide into all 
truth ; according to the whole tenor of the 14th 
chapter of John, and likewise that language of the 
Apostle to the Hebrews : —“ Christ was once of- 
fered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that 
look for him, shall he appear the second time, with- 
out sin, unto salvation.” Chap. ix. 28. This So- 
ciety has therefore deemed it essential to know the 
reality of the presence of Christ dwelling in their 
hearts by faith ; and has judged it in the highest 
degree needful, to love and wait for his appearing 
and counsel, to bow the neck to his yoke, and to 


er risk of spontaneous combustion from cotton than|cumstances in the cocklofts of old dwellings in a|commit themselves in all things most unreservedly 
from animal wool, is nevertheless borne out by|bad state of repair, and which, from a mystery|to his leadings. In this way they believe it was, 
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that our blessed Redeemer engaged to manifest him-|kingdom is our great phosphorus magazine. The/|of it, my remarks will not be so readily followed, 
self unto those, and make his abode with them, who|blood contains it; the other animal fluids contain|except by the chemical reader. Everybody knows 
should keep his commandments ; and thus also it|it; and, as for bones, a considerable percentage of |that the atmosphere is invisible, and most people 
is, that such who do his will are given to know of|their weight consists of phosphorus. Many who|have been taught that the atmosphere is composed 
his doctrine.—John Barclay. read these pages, may be conversant, perhaps, with|of two gases, “oxygen” and “nitrogen,” about 
the leading properties of phosphorus; may know|twenty-one of the former to seventy-nine of the 
that it is like wax in appearance; that it shines|latter. Well, oxygen, the first constituent, is sub- 
in the dark; that it takes fire at a temperature |ject to a very remarkable state, to the peculiarity 
not much above that of the human surface, and|of which, attention was first directed by M. Schin- 
that it is very poisonous. All these are very mark-|bein, a chemist of Basle. He thought he had dis. 
ed properties—far more marked than belong to|covered a new compound, and he termed it ozone ; 
ordinary sulphur. We shall presently discover to|but philosophers are now pretty well agreed that 
what extent they can be altered by the assumption |ozone is only oxygen in an allotropic condition. 
of second shape, or allotropism. I shall totally omit a description of the methods 
Allotropic phosphorus is made from ordinary |of converting ordinary into extraordinary or allo- 
phosphorus, very much in the same manner that|tropic oxygen; contenting myself with a statement 
allotropic sulphur is made from ordinary sulphur,|of the enormous difference between the two as to 
namely, by the application of heat. The phospho-| properties. Common oxygen is devoid of smell, 
rus requires to be heated, however, in close vessels, | whereas ozone is endowed with a pungent penetrat- 
in such manner that the supply of atmospheric air|ing odour. Common oxygen does not bleach: ozone 
may be limited. The reader has already been in-|removes organic colours with almost the energy of 
formed that when ordinary phosphorus is heated|chlorine. Common oxygen manifests no action 
in atmospheric air it burns; and if thus heated in| upon silver-leaf: ozone corrodes it almost instanta- 
an open vessel with an unlimited supply of atmo-|neously. Common oxygen does not impede putre- 
spheric air, it would burn all away. Heated in a|faction: ozone not only does this, but restores flesh 
close vessel, combustion soon finds its limits in the| already putrefied to its original sweetness. What 
exhaustion of all that part of the air (oxygen) which | marvellous distinctions are these! And yet, so 
supports combustion, and the phosphorus, instead |readily is ozone changed into common oxygen, that 
of burning away, is converted into a puce-coloured |though it goes in as ozone at one extremity of a 
powder, which latter is nothing more than phos-|red-hot pipe, it comes out as oxygen at the other. 
phorus in its allotropic or second shape. But how| Now, the most important poimt in connection 
different is it from common phosphorus! ‘That|with ozone is this: it is extensively generated in 
substance requires to be kept in water, lest at any|the great laboratory of nature, and the quantity of 
time it may burst into flame; but so little prone|it naturally existing in the atmosphere is variable. 
to combustion is allotropic phosphorus, that Pro-|Chemists have devised an unfailing method of de- 
fessor Schrétter, of Vienna, its discoverer, sur-|tecting ozone. For this purpose a certain paper is 
prised the chemical section of the British Associa-|used, the nature of which I need not fully describe; 
tion, in the year 1849, by bringing some of the|suflice it to say, that the paper turns blue if ex- 
curious material in his waistcoat pocket, merely |posed to an atmosphere containing ozone, and that 
wrapped up in alittle paper. Allotropic phospho-|the shade of blueness is commensurable with the 
rus may, in point of fact, be represented as izcom-|amount of ozone present. 
bustible. True, it can be used to advantage inthe} Enough has been stated concerning the proper- 
manufacture of lucifer matches and congreves, as|ties of ozone, to render manifest the influence it 
we shall in the sequel find; nevertheless, it may | must exercise in the grand economy of nature. Pre- 
be said to be incombustible. The fact is, that when|sent in extreme quantity, it is not difficult to con- 
heated above a certain temperature, by friction or|template the energy of its action on the lungs; how 
otherwise, it becomes ordinary phosphorus once|it must produce coughs, chest diseases, influenzas, 
more, and therefore answers the purpose of a luci-|always troublesome, often mortal ; for the influenza 
fer match constituent. \has sometimes been scarcely less to be dreaded 
More striking and more important are the me-|than the cholera itself. Absent, or present in di- 
dical peculiarities of allotropic phosphorus. Or-|minished amount, the consequences of such a state 
dinary phosphorus is a terrible poison, whereas the|¢an be readily imagined. Seething malaria will 
allotropic variety, so far from being poisonous, is|then attack their victims unchecked ; typhus will 
almost devoid of any well-marked physiological ac-|rage, and all the large class of diseases known as 
tion. Soon after the manufacture of lucifer matches, |infectious will assert their empire. Verily, how 
or rather, the successors of lucifer matches, “con-|little do we know of the influences which wander 
greves,” became general, the consequence to those |like spirits around and about us: how blind, or 
engaged was a frightful and too often fatal disease.|slow, are we to see the wonderful agencies of God! 
Persons the most liable to the affection were such —————--— 
as had carious or decayed teeth. The disease was For “The Friend.” 
characterized by rapid destruction of the teeth at| [We take from one of our exchange papers the 
first, but subsequently of the jaw-bones themselves. | following extracts from a sermon preached by H. 
So frightful were the ravages of this phosphorus|Blunt. Although addressed to the inhabitants of 
disease, that, according to the police regulations of |Great Britain, the warning it contains is appropriate 
Prussia, and, I believe, of France, an examination|to the present condition of our country. ] 
of all persons about to be engaged in the lucifer]! Although the land of Canaan was made over by 
match manufacture was rendered imperative, and|solemn covenant to the seed of Abram, the justice 
only those having perfectly sound teeth were per-|of God would not consent to their taking posses- 
mitted to take part in the occupation. Notwith-|sion, until the guilt of the present inhabitants 
t standing all these precautions, the phosphorus dis-|should cry aloud for that punishment with which 
the presence of sulphur in silk, eggs, wool, feathers,| case committed frightful ravages at times. Listen|they were afterwards so fearfully visited. When 
horn, and hair; but the great store-house or ma-|now to a practical application of allotropic phos-|this period should arrive, the Israelites were to 
gazine of sulphur is the mineral kingdom, after| phorus. Lucifer matches were made of it, and the|enter in and take possession, “ utterly to destroy 
all, especially in the neighbourhood of voleanoes.| phosphorus disease was at an end! all they had, and to spare them not, but to slay 
Phosphorus, too, exists in the mineral world, but} The last example I shall cite of allotropism, or| both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
very sparingly. In the vegetable world, too, we] second shape, is perhaps the most extraordinary, |sheep, camel and ass.” 
find it, but only in small quantities. The animal|though, owing to the gaseous nature of the subject} Surely the effects of a sentence so fearfully 



















































Selected. 
“ What! shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil.” 


JOB ii. 20. 


I have had my days of blessing, 

All the joys of life possessing ; 
Unnumbered they appear ! 

Then let faith and patience cheer me, 

Now that trials gather o’er me; 
Where is life without a tear? 


Yes, O Lord! a sinner looking 

U’er the sins Thou art rebuking, 
Must own thy judgments light, 

Surely, I, so oft offending, 

Must, in humble patience bending, 
Feel Thy chastisements are right. 


Let me, o’er transgression weeping, 
Find the grace my soul is seeking ; 
Receiving at Thy throne 
Strength to meet each tribulation, 
Looking for the great salvation, 
Trusting in my Lord alone. 


While, ’mid earthly tears and sighing, 

Still to praise Thee, feebly trying, 
Still clinging, Lord, to Thee ; 

Quietly on Thy love relying, 

I am Thine—and, living, dying, 
Surely, all is well with me. 


ee 


THE FOREST MOSS. 


By forest fountains hast thou seen 
The winsome, fairy sight 

Where banks are clad in mosses green, 
Some dark, and some so bright! 


Selected. 


As when upon a velvet lawn, 
Beneath the noon-tide ray, 

Where the thick foliage intervenes, 
Shadows and sunlight play. 


But in the moss a sunshine dwells 
No gloomy sky can hide; 

The light that other green forsakes, 
Will yet with this reside. 


In hearts where sorrow’s shadow lies, 
Are spots of dark, dark green, 

But dwelling near the Fount of Life, 
There’s sunlit moss between. 


And happy, in a world like this, 
Where clouds so often frown, 
The heart, that, like the forest moss, 
Hath synshine of its own. 
conceal Mica 
Amid my list of blessings infinite, 
Stand this the foremost, ‘‘ That my heart has bled.” 
Tis Heaven’s last effort of good-will to man ; 
When pain can’t bless, Heav’n quits us in despair. 
Young. 


siauilitiainine 
From the Leisure Hour. 
Second Shape, 
(Concluded from page 195.) 

Phosphorus, even in its ordinary condition, isa 
very extraordinary body—extraordinary not only 
on account of its properties, but also ou account of 
the strange places where it is found, and whence 
it is extracted. Sulphur exists, it is true, in the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms: very few animal 
bodies are without it. Chemists can readily detect 
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severe, and yet so unquestionably just, could never 
have been intended to pass away with the guilty 
generation which it swept into perdition. Does it 
not cry with a warning voice at the present day, 
and at the present hour, to every nation under hea- 
yen ? : 

Does it not speak with a peculiar emphasis to 
ourselves, my brethren, as the inhabitants of a 
country which has most guiltily sinned, and yet for 
a long series of years most abundantly prospered ? 

The iniquity of the Amorites was long, very 
Jong, nearly four hundred years in filling up—for 
that period elapsed before the Israelites came into 
possession—but fill it eventually did, and the mo- 
ment it had so filled, the justice of God was mani- 
fested in their total extirpation. ‘Turn not a deaf- 
ened ear, or a hardened heart, 1 beseech you, to 
so solemn a warning. Are there no events pass- 
ing around you to lead you to fear that the ini- 
quity of our own nation may also be filling up? 
that our day of trial may be approaching? that 
the mercies so abundantly received, so little ac- 
knowledged, so long abused, may, as in the case 
of the Amorites, be cancelling our title-deeds, and 
preparing the way for the new possessors? and 
that yet a little while, and a perfectly just and a 
holy God will be compelled to say, “ The iniquity 
of the people is now full?” 

It is for you, brethren, and for myself, under 
the Divine grace and guidance, yet to endeavour 
to postpone that sentence ; the sins of every nation 
must be made up of the sins of the individual 
members of that nation; every humble, holy, 
prayerful follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
servant of our God, however low his rank, however 
weak his attainments, is keeping back the day of 
solemn and certain visitation. I do not seruple to 
assert, because from my heart I believe it to be 
true, since all revelation teaches, and all history 
confirms it, that the essentially christian part of 
the community, the men and the women, and the 
children who fear to offend God, and who love his 
commandments, who are found iv his temples and 
at his altar in public, and upon their knees in 
private, are the salt which has kept, and is at 
this moment keeping—God only knows how long 
they will be permitted to keep us—from those 
trials which may be approaching. It is not the 
wisdom of our statesmen, it is not the courage of 
our soldiers, it is not whether one party or another 
hold the helm of government, which can preserve 
us from the day of visitation; it is instrumentally 
to be done by the prayers and the lives—the de- 
voted and consistent piety of the people of God. 

You, then, who love your country, and who love 
your own little ones, who are entering upon life at 
a most awful period, think how powerful an addi- 
tional motive you have for an increase of faith, and 
holiness, and self-denial, and obedience. Our ini- 
quity is not yet full; but remember that when the 
waters are at the brim, one drop will make them 
overflow. ‘The eye of the Lord is even now upon 
this guilty country, and upon its guilty inhabitants ; 
the sword of the Lord is even now uplifted to 
strike : “‘ Offences must needs come, but wo to that 
man by whom the offence cometh ;” wo to those 
Who assist in filling up the rapidly rising measure. 
Be not content, in times like these, even with mere 
personal holiness; use your efforts with all over 
Whom you possess the slightest control; urge them 
toa greater devotedness to God, and to a quict, 
peaceable demeanor, to habits of order, and obe- 
dience to “the powers that be.” 

At such a time every one will be a faithful ser- 
vant to his earthly king who is a true believer in 
the King of kings. “ Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem ;” be much in prayer, both in your families 


and in secret, that a God of wisdom may direct 
the council of our rulers in the administration of 
the affairs of our country, at this peculiarly trying 
and difficult crisis. The evil day may still be 
averted ; the gathering tempest which even now 
darkens and lowers in the distance, may yet be dis- 
persed ; devotedness of heart, and soul, and life to 
God, will yet be accepted; prayer will yet be 
heard; the hand of the Lord, the providence of 
the Lord, and the day of the Lord, may yet be 
more publicly acknowledged by us than they have 
been, and the glory of the Lord, instead of our 
own glory, may be made the more frequent sub- 
ject of our boast. 

But time is hastening on, the judgments of God 
are abroad, our condemnation slumbereth not ; the 
smoking furnace, the symbol of national trial and 
national suffering, as in the vision of Abram, may 
be already kindled in our land; if it be, my chris- 
tian brethren, if no prayers, no efforts shall avail 
to postpone its approach, let us, then, only suppli- 
cate our God that the burning lamp may, as of 
old, accompany it; that the Divine presence may 
not forsake his children; that “ One like unto the 
Son of God,” may be with us in the furnace, tem- 
pering its heat, shortening its duration, sanctifying 
its fires; that thus, as a nation and as individuals, 
we come out of the furnace chastened, purified, but 
not consumed ; our dross purged away, and every 
christian grace and every holy affection shining 
more and more brightly to the glory of God our 
Saviour. 

a 
For “The Friend.” 

It may not be amiss to remind the members of 
the Society of Friends wherever scattered, that the 
bond of our union is love, “ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one an- 
other ;” and the reverse is shown by the apostle 
when he says, “ If ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.” 
In an unguarded moment when we are off the watch, 
how easy it is for us to let in evil surmisings con- 
cerning our friends, even those sometimes that have 
been our confidants. I now remember reading an 
anecdote of an old Scotch woman, (if my memory 
serves me) which will perhaps illustrate the subject 
a little; she was very cautious about receiving ill 
reports of her neighbours: one of her neighbour 
women having expressed herself very freely about 
another female acquaintance and evidently to her 
burt, the honest old woman told her that she would 
put on her bonnet, and step over the way and en- 
quire of the individual how it was with her. Now| 
would it not be well for us to “step over the way” 
before judging too harshly, and make some inquiry, 
how it is with our friends. 

An upright honest heart does not fear to ask an 
explanation of the motives of others, in the spirit of 
meekness, seeking the welfare of a brother beloved. 
If the door of the heart is closed against evil sur- 
misings, and nothing permitted to have its seat 
there but love for our fellow creatures, and for 
Him who created us, the spoiler would not be per- 
mitted to disturb us. How dangerous it is for us 
to judge our brother without cause ; if our love to 
him is as it is for ourselves, we cannot desire his 
hurt, but our desire will be that as we have ob- 
tained mercy for our many departures from the 
truth, the same may be extended to him. How 
desirable then'would it be, if we who profess to be the 
followers of Him who is holy, harmless, undefiled 
and separate from sinners, would endeavour in our 
conduct and conversation, to manifest to those 
around us, that we love God above all things and 
our neighbour as ourselves. W. 

Westmoreland, Pa., Second month 16th. 





For “ The Friend.” 
Daniel Wheeler's Testimony. 


That faithful champion for the Truth, Daniel 
Wheeler, when engaged in his religious visit to this 
country, manifested much anxiety on account of an 
unsound ministry, which he feared was growing upon 
the Society, and which would rather fill the ear of 
the hearers with notions, and tend to bring a day 
of further trial and calamity upon us, than direct 
tothe only sure and inexhaustible Fountain of light 
and life, Christ Jesus. 

The subjoined are some of his memorandums— 
stirring and arresting,—referring more or less di- 
rectly tothe subject. “ Fourth month 15th, (Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting). My way was opened to 
exhort all to turn to the Lord with full purpose of 
heart, in the very depths of humility. My soul 
had mourned over the low state of things among 
us: the sorrowful and manifest declension, which 
had so greatly marred and defaced our religious 
Society, might be traced to our having departed in 
heart from that precious principle of light and life, 
bestowed in redeeming mercy on every individual 
of the human race. It is high time to lay aside 
the unfruitful works of darkness, and to put on the 
whole armour of light ; for the day is far spent, and 
the night is at hand.” 

Again, Fifth month 31st, 1839: “ The last sit- 
ting of the Select (Yearly) Meeting (New York) 
was held. In this | bad to state in plain terms my 
fears as to the present state of the ministry; and 
had to remind Friends of the devastation in our 
Society in England, from this very cause of un- 
sound ministry having crept in among us. My mind 
found some relief.” 

Again, Seventh month 3rd: “ Attended the 
Select (Quarterly) Meeting, (Nantucket, N. E.,) 
which was a low time; in which I had to speak of 
the awful responsibility attached to those in the sta- 
tions of ministers and elders: and to warn those 
present, of a day of farther trial awaiting our So- 
ciety ; which, from its nearer approximation to the 
world, would have more difficulty to maintain its 
standing, than in former instances, when Friends, 
like Israel of old, dwelt more alone.” 

And again, Ninth month 2nd. “ In the last sit- 
ting of the Select (Yearly) Meeting (Ohio,) I had 
some remarks to make on the great responsibility 
of those in the station of elders, who, if not anointed 
from on high, are incapable of discerning from 
whence the ministry proceeds; and toadd my belief, 
that there is a ministry growing in the Society, 
which, if not checked, would fill the minds of the 
hearers with things like the “ abomination of deso- 
lation” spokeu of by the prophet, that would stand 
in the holy place, where it ought not,—in the place. 
of vital religion, and would make truly desolate 
and destitute of the presence of the Lord. It was 
the elders of Ephesus who were sent for, and 
charged to take heed to themselves and to the flock, 
by the great apostle.” 

Some among us may be disposed to get over these 
awakening admonitions, by saying they belong to 
a by-gone period. But if the predictions them- 
selves do, have not the truths which they so solemn- 
ly set forth, become as bitter fruits, largely par- 
taken of by us, being even now in our hands and 
mouths. So that we may well retrospectively be 
warned; at least plainly perceive that a prophet of 
the Lord has been amongst us whose precepts 
should be duly regarded in calling us to a return 
to our “ first love.” Well, the mercy of our Hea- 
veuly Father is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him, and would yet embrace us as a 
Society, stripped and peeled as we are; He would 
gather and restore us, if on our parts we would but 
return unto Him, humble ourselves before Him, 
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and againas our forefathers did, keep His statutes 
and commandments. Agreeably to His ancient as- 
surance to a degenerate and rebellious people : “Oh, 
that there were such an heart in them, that they 
would fear me, and keep all my commandments 
always, that it might be well with them, and with 
their children forever.” 


_-—_~»e———- 
For “The Friend.” 


An EBxhortation to Faithfulness. 


In this day of outward perplexity, both in the 
world and amongst the professors of christianity 
generally, it becomes the duty of those who know 
the truth, and have been redeemed from the spirit 
of the world, and have come under the peaceable 
Spirit of Christ, seriously to enquire, what the 
Lord may require at their hands, that all may 
fulfil their obligations to Christ and their fellow 
men. It is very evident, that parties and con- 
federacies have not, neither can they bring about 
that perfect work which the Lord designs ; but, as 
the turnings and overturnings of his hand are 
made manifest, both in societies and nations, such 
as have been taught of Him, may be made indi- 
vidually servicable towards bringing in everlasting 
righteousneas, or the establishment of the kingdom 
of Christ on the earth. And although this may be 
by or through outward sufferings, nevertheless if 
faithfulness to manifested duty be attended to, it 
will yield, to such as are willing thus to expose 
themselves for the Truth’s sake,—to take up the 
cross and despise the shame,—the peaceable fruits 
of peace; and whatever tribulations may attend 
such in the performance of manifested duty, the 
spirit of glory and of God shall rest upon them. 
In times like the present, the truly anointed and 
called of God, must look to the same Director the 
fathers did, and the same consequences must fol- 
low, for it has been well said, ‘ Man's extremity is 
God’s opportunity.’ For both the world and the 
church there is treasured up in Christ wisdom 
and strength equal to the day; and amidst the 
backslidings of some of this society in times past, 
there i been raised up those who have been 
as “ Saviours on Mount Sion,” for the deliverance of 
his people or heritage; and my desire for my 
brethren and sisters, wherever scattered, is, that 
they may put on strength in the name of the Lord, 
and remember the saying of the apostle, “ If Ged 
be for us, who can be against us?” “ When the 
enemy comes in like a flood, then shall his Spirit 
lift up a standard against him.” The enemy is a 
coward before Christ, who now as well as formerly, 
bruises the head of the serpent, and as his name or 
power is above every name, if becomes the duty of 
the valiants of Israel not to flee but to stand 
armed with the panoply of God. “ For no wea- 
pon that is formed against his truth or people 
shall prosper, and every tongue that riseth against 
them will becondemned.”’ Yet the spirit of Christ 
is the spirit of love, and “ willeth not that any should 
perish ;” it will enable all to bear patiently the suf- 
ferings and baptisms, for the body s sake, that they 
may be restored to the love of the ‘Truth; aud how- 
ever difficult, at all times and on every occasion, to 
manifest the gentleness of the Lamb, the innocence 
of the dove, with the faithfulness ‘Truth requires, 
in an undeviating way; such who move under the 
‘‘ wisdom from above” as the way is opened before 
them, leaving consequences with the Lord, will be 
blessed. But Oh! that none may fail and come 
under like condemnation with him “ who kuew his 
Lord’s will, but did it not.” Such will pass under 
the judgments of the Most High; our early Friends 
never feared to meet the adversary, and were often 
able to say, “ the Truth reigned over all.” S.C. 

East Shelby, N. Y., Second mo. 13th, 1862. 


ND. 


: For “The Friend.” | agonizing ejaculations of the poor immolated 
“Straws Show which Way the Wind Blows. diers; a oe out from i heott-cieiealll 
“ How's Business ?”—It seems to me this query sight of the mangled bodies and mutilated limbs 
is the first propounded by nearly every one I meet;|of the wounded, who ery for help amid the horrid 
whether at home, in the street, or in the meeting- din and struggles of the bloody field, or sink into 
house yard, it appears to keep uppermost with al-|death, or hopeless decrepitude within the wards of 
most all—and if not the first question, it is sure to the military hospitals. 
follow a general inquiry after the health ofthe family.| Exaggerated accounts of the number of the 
The ungodly thirst for gain which so characterizes |“ exemy” killed and wounded, are generally palm- 
the present day, has attacked us also—the enemy jed upon the community, in order more fully to 
seems to have besieged us, and through this, as/gratify the morbid taste for recitals of sanguin- 
through other means, our destruction is only a/ary conflicts and slaughter, which has been called 
question of time, unless there is a speedy return to|forth and nourished by this fratricidal war. No 
the Rock of Ages, and a reinforcement of valiants | voice is heard amid the tens of thousands who shout 
direct from the Lamb’s army. “Straws show/in exultation over the dreadful havoc, reminding 
which way the wind blows,”—the most nicely |them that those who have fallen were not only men 
poised vane, on the highest steeple, in the most ex-| with souls to be saved or lost, but our fellow coun- 
posed locality, does not reveal the drifts of the|trymen; long united to us by the ties of a common 
wind more clearly, than does this query on the interest, a common citizenship and a common wel- 


lips of so many, show the tendency of the multi- 
tude. Yesterday I was in company with a few 
select friends, and observing one whom I had al- 
ways regarded with feelings of love, sitting alone 
and apparently unengaged, I felt drawn to take a 


&|seat by him, with a spirit more than usually quiet, 


and a heart in mercy warmed and tendered by the 
favours of heaven during the day. I hoped he 
might have a message for me, or that a conversa- 
tion might ensue, such as kindred spirits animated 
with love to God only can appreciate. But how 
did my whole inner man droop and secretly sigh, 
when I was greeted with the infecting query, “ How 
is thy business now!” my disappointment was so 
great and so poorly hidden, that I doubt not he 
thinks me near to bankruptey, but I am not; 
and so long as I can live in the fear of the 
Lord and walk before him acceptably, reverses, 
should they come, cannot harm me, but will prove 


fare; now, it may be, deluded or forced into the 
wicked attempt to overthrow the government, but 
|yet with uneffaced claim upon our christian com. 
miseration ; and for whose sufferings and untimely 
end our grief should be too deep to allow of any- 
|thing like a public exhibition of joy for advantages 
\supposed to be gained. If the religion we profess 
did not forbid it, yet a little reflection might con- 
vince us how inconsistent is this boasting and re- 
\joicing over the misery and destruction of those 
‘engaged in supporting the rebellion, with the de- 
sire—as publicly expressed—to win back their 
|alienated feelings of attachment and allegiance to 
the government they are striving to subvert. Isit 
not calculated to gall and exasperate them, and 
will it not call forth or increase in them jealousy 
aud hate, closing up the way to reconciliation, and 
goading them into an unyielding determinaiion to 
endure the miseries of a long protracted struggle 


my more complete salvation through faith; the|rather than forego their separate organization? 
promises of God are sure beyond all impious man-| But above all, may we not reasonably fear that it 
agement, and all I ask is a quiet acquiesence, an}/may increase the Divine displeasure, should the 
unquestioning obedience, and a firm copvfidence to| Dread of Nations see that instead of being humbled 
and in Him; then money-making will have no,and penitent under the rod of deserved correction 
charms and bankruptcy no dreads; neither poverty which He has stretched over us, the heart of the 
nor riches will ever be imposed upon me unless for | nation is lifted up with pride in its vaunted power, 
a Divine purpose, and my back be fitted to the|and is glorying in the sore calamities that have 
burden. ‘hen what matters it? why-all this|fallen on our erring brethren. 
apxiety about success in business. Ob, doubting) A heavy responsibility lies at the door of many 
christian? let us leave these things, and unite in of the professed ministers of the gospel, who have 
seeking first the kingdom of heaven and the right-|used their position and influence to impress upon 
eousness thereof, when all things necessary will be |their hearers a belief that both slavery and war 
added. |are consistent with the religion of Christ. In the 
- = |South, elaborate argumentation has been poured 
forth from the pulpit, with the wish and intention 
\of bestowing the sanction of the gospel on the en- 
slavement of men and women, and their reduction 
|to the condition of chattels; and similar sophisms 
have been occasionally echoed from the North; 
It is one of the sad evidences of the perverted | while both there and here, equal violence has been 
views of Christianity prevalent in the community,|done to the injunctions and the example of the 
or at least of the want of that humble, compas- | blessed Saviour of men, by the same class in nearly 
siovate frame of mind which always clothes the|every denomination, virtually teaching that those 
true Christian, that a disposition is continually|injunctions and that holy example may be right- 
manifesting itself to make public demonstration of | fully disregarded, so far as to permit the professed 
rejoicing at the successful issue of battles, in which | disciples of the meek and long suffering Son of God, 
thousands of fellow beings have been killed or|to imbibe the hatred and revenge, and engage in 
wounded ; and which must, therefore, inflict great|the murder and misery which constitute the origin, 
misery on the latter, while it gives occasion to the/the essence and the end of war; if the war is 
most poignant sorrow and suffering in the various| waged in what each party to the strife considers a 
families scattered over the land, which are thus/just cause. 
bereft of their nearest and dearest friends and sup- | It is amazing that men who assert that the Holy 
porters. | Scriptures are an infallible rule of faith and prac- 
How little thought seems to be taken of the hun-| tice; who claim to be teachers of the message of 
dreds of immortal spirits suddenly ushered into an Salvation to a perishing world, and to be imbued 
awful eternity, amid the maddening scenes and | with the Spirit of Him who came to seek and to 
excitements of the furious deadly combat! The|save that which is lost, at this late period in the last 
public turn a deaf ear to the dying groans, the|and glorious dispensation,—wherein the prophets of 
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the Most High have declared the nations of the 
earth should learn war no more,—should strive to 
reconcile war with the peaceful, benign precepts of 
the New Testament, and with the loving, forgiving 
Spirit of the Lamb, who freely laid down his life, 
for poor lost man; and urge its compatibility with 
that thorough regeneration of the heart, without 
which it is impossible to enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven. They surely know that for more than a cen- 
tury after the promulgation of the gospel by the 
apostles, the christian converts refused to fight or 
remain in the army, because of the requirements of 
the faith they had adopted; many suffering mar- 
tyrdom rather than disobey the commands of their 
Master; and that it Was not until a love of the 
honours and riches of the world had taken hold of 
very many of the professors of Christ’s name, and 
corruption began to abound in the church, that 
those holding the station of teachers of the Truth, 
yielding to the insidious and corrupt influence of 
popular opinion, betrayed the trust committed to 
them, and began to preach the lawfulness of war 
among those professing christianity, though, at the 
same time, forced to admit that many of the in- 
junctions of Christ were directly opposed to it. 

The contest going on in our country has afforded 
the sorrowful spectacle of not a few of those oc- 
cupying the station of ministers of the Prince of 
Peace, entering the contending armies, and both, 
by precept and example, giving all their influence 
to stimulate the combatants on each side to espouse 
heartily and carry on resolutely the murderous 
conflict. On each side they have publicly offered 
up prayers to Him whom they profess to be their 
common Lord and Master; who has solemnly re- 
iterated his command, to love their enemies,—to re- 
sist not evil,—to do good tothose who hate them, and 
despitefully use them; to forgive all injuries; to 
bless and curse not; todo unto others as they 
would have others do unto them; and who has pro- 
nounced his blessing on the peace-makers—they 
have addressed their petitions to Him, to protect 
and uphold the cause for which they are respect- 
ively engaged, and to discomfit and destroy those 
who are opposed to them. 

We observe however, some of the religious jour- 
nals among us, while they speak in terms of appro- 
bation of the war on the part of the government, 
severely condemn the course pursued by two “ di- 
vines,” one of whom holds the station of bishop, and 
the other is a candidate for a like position, both 
of whom are said to be leading officers if the rebel 
forces; because it is alleged their entering the army 
is unfit for, and inconsistent with the office they 
hold in the “church.” But are not the precepts 
and spirit of the gospel equally applicable to ail who 
profess to believe in it, be their station in the pro- 
fessing church whatitmay? Christ adapts his dis- 
pensation to the wants of lost sinners, making no 
difference between teachers and hearers in the obe- 
dience required to his known commands; all his 
true disciples being equally “‘ a chosen generation, 
aroyal priesthood, a peculiar people,” to show forth 
the praise of Him, who hath called them out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. If then it is 


wrong and inconsistent with the requirements of|to very serious consequences, arose between Her Ma-/the 19th ult. 
Christ, for bishop and priest to engage in war, it is jesty and the Government of the United States of North 


equally wrong and inconsistent for the people whom 
they teach and lead. 


In the examination of and decision upon any} question has been satisfactorily settled by the restora- 


subject involving religious duty, it is of the great- 
est importance, we should so train our minds to 
the application of the principles of Truth reveal- 
ed in the gospel, as to arrive at conclusions which 
are consonant with the Divine will. Whoever has 


“ put his hand to the plough” with the earnest de- 
Sire and determination not to look back, must not 





































indulge the strong natural propensity to judge of | 


things affecting his accountability by any lower 
standard than that will, nor desire any thing in 
comparison with the approbation of the Sovereign 
of the Universe. The current opinions of the world, 
however enforced by the long continued practice 
of fallen man, are no sufficent evidence of truth or 
right, for that which is highly esteemed amongst 
men is abomination in the sight of God. 

Unwillingness to practice self-denial, and a de- 
termination to shun the cross, have led the great 
body of the christian world to reject the require- 
ments of the religion it professes, in relation to wars 
and fightings, and bence we find the teachers of 
the people claiming its authority therefor, and their 
pupils loudly exulting over its succesful prosecution, 
though it must ever be attended with such appal- 
ling sceves, as are thus described by a visitor on 
the battle plain at fort Donnelson,—often on a much 
larger scale. 

“ Federalsand rebels were promiscuously mingled, 
sometimes grappled in the fierce death-throe, some- 
times facing each other as they gave and received 
the fatal shot or thrust, sometimes lying across one 
another, and again heaped in piles which lay six or 
seven deep. I could imagine nothing more terri- 
ble than the silent indications of agony that marked 
the features of the pale corpses which lay at every 
step. Though dead, and rigid in every muscle, 
they still writhed and seemed to turn to catch the 
passing breeze for a cooling breath. Staring eyes, 
gaping mouths, clenched hands, and strangely-con- 
tracted limbs, seemingly drawn into the smallest 
compass, as if by a mighty effort to rend asunder 
some irresistible bond which held them down to the 
torture of which they died. One sat against a tree, 
and, with mouth and eyes wide open, looked up 
into the sky, as if to eatch a glance at its fleeting 
spirit. Another clutched the branch of an over- 
hanging tree, and hung half suspended, as in the 
death pang he raised himself partly fromthe ground. 
The other hand grasped his faithful musket, and 
the compression of the mouth told of the determi- 
nation which would have been fatal to a foe had life 
ebbed a minute later. A third clung with both 
hands to a bayonet which was buried in the ground, 
in the act of striking for the heart of a rebel foe. 
Great numbers lay in heaps, just as the fire of the 


into an almost undistinguishable mass. 
our men had evidently fallen victims to the rebel 
sharpshooters, for they were pierced through the 
head by rifle bullets, some in the forehead, some in 
the eyes, others on the bridge of the nose, in the 
cheeks, and in the mouth.” 

What a picture of the last acts and dying emo- 
tions of hundreds of the professed followers of Him 





SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


who declared that his kingdom was not of this 
world and therefore his servants could not fight? 


that the United States government had assented with a 
very bad grace to the demands of the British govern- 
ment. 

Lord Palmerston said that the distress in the manu- 
facturing districts in England, from the blockade of the 
Southern ports, would not justify the interference of the 
government, and that they would continue in their neu- 
tral course. 

Earl Russell stated in Parliament, that he had inform- 
ed the delegates of the Southern Confederacy, who had 
waited upon him to urge its recognition, that the Queen 
could not acknowledge the independence of the seceded 
States until the fortune of arms or a more peaceful mode 
of negotiation shall have more clearly determined the 
respective positions of the two belligerents. 

The Times, in an editorial on American affairs, says, 
that in the last six months America has contrived to 
spend more money in a shorter time, and to less purpose 
than any people who ever lived on the face of the earth. 
It proceeds to argue that the subjugation of the South, 
and the future Union, has become impossible. 

The Bank of France has reduced the rate of discount 
from 4] to 4 per cent. 

The French government has contracted a loan of four 
millions sterling with English capitalists. 

The Liverpool cotton market was nearly unchanged. 
Breadstuffs had a declining tendency. 

Unirep Srates.—Congress.—Very little business has 
been transacted in this body thus far. The Treasury 
Note bill had not yet become a law, in consequence of 
the two Houses disagreeing on some of its features. It 


| was expected the points in dispute would be adjusted in 


a few days. The Tax bill had not been reported to Con- 
gress by the Committee charged with the duty of pre- 
paring it. 

The Rebellion —It may give a clearer idea of the pre- 
sent state of the struggle to arrange events under a few 


jlocal heads. 


Missouri—The rebel army commanded by General 
Sterling Price, having been driven out of the State, no 
considerable organizations of armed rebels remain within 
its limits. Gen. Curtis, with the Federal forces, con- 
tinued the pursuit of Price’s army, as far as Bentonville, 
Arkansas. Many of the fugitives were captured in their 


| retreat, including Brig. Gen. Price, son of Sterling Price, 


und other officers of rank. 

Kentucky.—The only important place now held by the 
rebels in Kentucky, is Columbus on the Mississippi river, 
where there is still a strong force in a carefully fortified 
position. The Confederate armies, in other parts of the 
State, have been compelled to fall back into Tennessee. 

Tennessee.—The number of prisoners taken at Fort 
| Donelson, proved to be 13,300. About a thousand more 
|were subsquently captured, and an equal number came 
jin voluntarily, and surrendered themselves prisoners. 
The captives have been forwarded to Chicago, Detroit, 
Fort Wayne, Alton, and other places for safe keeping. 
Clarksville, upon the Cumberland river, about fifty miles 


artillery mowed them down, mangling their forms | from Nashville, was taken possession of by Com. Foote, 
Many of| 


on the 20th. The rebels retreated to Nashville, having 
{set fire, against the remonstrances of the citizens, to the 
costly railroad bridge across the Cumberland. A great 
part of the Confederate troops, which have been driven 
from Kentucky, are said to be collected near Nashville, 
awaiting the advance of the Federal army which was 
expected to move on Nashville, by way of the Cumber- 
land. Gen. Beauregard was at Nashville. He was re- 
ported to be sick with typhoid fever. The gun-boat 
expedition on the river, found white flags flying in every 
direction, with decided manifestations of Union feeling 
on the part of many of the people. Gov. Harris has 
called a meeting of the Legislature for the 24th of Se- 
cond month. Reports were current, and generally be- 
lieved at Louisville on the 24th, that Nashville would 





Fore1gx.—News from England to the 9th ult. Par- 
liament was opened on the 6th ult. In the Queen’s 
speech read on that occasion, the recent difficulty with 
this country, was referred to in the following words :— 
“ A question of great importance, which might have led 


be surrendered witl:out serious opposition. 
Virginia.—No change in the aspect of affairs. There 
is said to be great suffering in portions of the State. 
South Carolina.—Two steamers from Port Royal, laden 
with cotton, have arrived at New York, with dates to 
All was quiet there. There was no fur- 
ther intelligence from the expedition against Savannah. 
America, being the seizure and forcible removal of four|The gun-boats met with several torpedoes, which had 
passengers from on board a British mail packet by the} been placed in the channel for their destruction. They 
commander of a ship of war of the United States. That|were removed without injury. There are reports, by 
way of Norfolk, that Savannah has been captured by the 
tion of the passengers to British protection, and by the | Federal forces, but the rumors are probably premature. 
disavowal, by the United States government, of the act} A rebel steamer has been captured, and a battery placed 
of violence committed by her naval officer. The friendly |on the island of Florian, in the Savannah river, thus 
relations between Her Majesty and the President of the|cutting off the connection between Fort Pulaski and the 
United States are, therefore, unimpaired.” Both Houses | city. 
of the British Parliament had voted an address to the| North Carolina.—The last intelligence from General 
Queen, in response to her speech. The vote was unani-| Burnside shows that he is gradually advancing with his 
mous. The opposition approved of the course of the }gun-boats up the Chowan river, towards the Seaboard 
government in the Trent affair. Lord Derby thought'and Roanoke Railroad, which crosses that river near its 
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head, and which has a direct communication with Nor- 
folk, distant about sixty miles. The prisoners taken, | 
when Roanoke Island was captured, still remained on| 
the island. 

Southern Items.—Jefferson Davis was inaugurated at 
Richmond on the 22d, as President of the Confederacy 
for the next six years. Returned prisoners say that no 
enthusiasm whatever marked the occasion. A deep feel- 
ing of despondency seemed to be prevalent. A procla- 
mation had been issued by Jeff. Davis, appointing the 
28th as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer through- 
out the Confederacy. The Richmond Whig of the 21st, 
has a bitter article on Davis’s administration. It says, 
in reference to the inauguration: ‘In view of the past, | 
the present and probable fature, the pageant of to-mor- 
row is a bitter mockery and a miserable compensation 
for the ruin of a free people;” and “judging by the re-| 
sults so far, it is the most lamentable failure in history, | 
and suggests to the reflecting mind, that the most signal | 
service which that government can now render to the} 
country, is the surrender of the helm to abler and better | 
hands.” There are now no Union prisoners at Rich- 
mond, all having been exchanged. Some have yet to be 
forwarded from the more Southern States. The Rich- 
mond Examiner alludes to the growing Union feeling in} 
that city, and calls attention especially to the disaffec-| 
tion of the foreign population, as evinced by their stub-| 
born resistance of the military draft then in progress. 

It is stated that a fleet of powerful and well construct- 
ed gun-boats is now lying at New Orleans, awaiting} 
orders to proceed up the river. There are eight of these| 
boats, all iron clad, and having their machinery below} 
the gun-decks. They are commanded by Com. Hollins, | 
and it is intimated they may soon go up as high as| 
Cairo. 

The Foreign Slave Trade.—Captain Nathaniel Gordon, 
who, some months since, was convicted at New York of 
participation in this nefarious traffic, was executed on| 
the 21st ult., in accordance with the sentence passed 
upon him. 

Running the Blockade.—Advices from Nassau, N. P., 
of the 12th, state that the rebel steamer Catawba, with | 
a full cargo of cotton, arrived there on that date, and 
reported that the steamer Isabel and another vessel, 


reading the Holy Scriptures and other religious books, 
of which she was very fond. Her health gradually 
failed for a year previous to her death, and for the last 
six months it was evident to herself and friends that she 
was fast declining. She was impressed in a dream 
nearly two years before her close, that her time would 
be short. One day in meeting, the language constantly 
passed through her mind, “ Set thine house in order, for 
thou shalt die and not live.” She said during her ill- 
ness, that she had entirely given up the world, and de- 
sired not to hear much conversation on temporal things. 
She gave much good advice to her brothers and sister— 
among other things, advising them not to devote too 
much time to reading newspapers, and to spend the First- 
day of the week profitably—she was exemplary in these 
respects herself. She was very calm and composed 
through all her sickness; her countenance bespeaking 
a heavenly tranquillity which nothing seemed to inter- 
rupt, and her sufferings being borne with great patience. 
To a cousin she said, ‘‘ I want thee to serve the Lord 
now in thy youthful days, so that thou may become a 
useful member of our Society—we are placed here only 
for the purpose of preparing for the world to come.—I 
want thee so to live that we may meet where there is no 
more sorrow nor sighing, but all is loveand peace—how 
joyful to think of—I hope to mect the dear ones that 
have gone before me, but the most joyful of all, is the 
thought of seeing the face of my dear Saviour.” To 
ber sister, (now the only surviving one,) she said, “I 
believe there were never two sisters more attached to 
each other than we are, and I know it will be very hard 
for thee to give me up,—I want thee to be resigned and 
look to the Lord for help, and He will be thy Friend 
and present Helper in every needful time.” To two 
young friends she said, “ My dear cousins, | expect soon 
to leave this world, not with regret, but with pleasure, 
for I hope to receive a crown of righteousness that 
fadeth not away, I see nothing in this world worth 
living for, and I want you so to live that we may meet 
in a better place. I know there are many tempta- 
tions in the place where you live, but if you will apply 
to the Lord for help, he will enable you to overcome all 
evil. Plainness of dress and address is as a hedge about 
us; I know it by experience—don’t be discouraged be- 


both loaded with cotton, ran the blockade of Charleston| cause of the troubles in society, for the Truth is the 


at the same time. 
Gen. Buckner, who took a very active part in foment-| 
ing the rebellion in Kentucky, has been delivered to the 


same nowas ever; I want you to take up the cross and bear 
it at all times and in all companies,—I have always done 
so.” She encouraged her young friends generally, not to 


U.S. Marshal, on a warrant issued by Justice Catron.|let in discouragements on account of the dark times, 


He will be tried in Kentucky on a charge of treason. 

Renewal of Trade with the South.—About $100,000 
worth of tobacco reached St. Louis last week, from the| 
Tennessee river. 

New York.—Mortality last week, 400. The weekly re- 
port of the banks of this city shows that, on the 22d 
ult., they held $28,875,992 of specie. The difference 
between gold and paper currency was 3} per cent. 

Philadelphia.—Mortality last week, 283. The number 
of marriages during 1861, as reported for registry at the 
office of the Board of Health, was 4417. The number of 
births reported was 17,271, viz: 9008 males and 8263 
females. The number of deaths during the same period 
was 14,468. 


GRISCOM STREET SOUP-HOUSE. 


The daily delivery of soup is large, and a part of the! 
Society’s income being unavailable, there is reason to| ness should be observed in the room. 
apprehend its funds will be inadequate to meet the de-| after taking a last affectionate leave of the family, she 


mands. 
work connected with the war, and their usual avoca- 
tions being interrupted, many of them are destitute of 
the means of living, and are drawing largely on our| 
supply of soup. Donations of articles suitable for mak-| 
ing soup, will be gratefully received at the House, No.| 
16 Griscom street, between Fourth and Fifth streets, 


and Spruce and Pine streets, and in money, by Jenrg-| third year of her age. 


miAH Hacker, Treasurer, Fourth street, below Spruce 
street, or by Toomas Evans, 817 Arch street. 





Diep, at Hopkinton, R. I. on the 11th of Eleventh 
month, 1861, Lyp1a W. Foster, daughter of Thomas; 
and Phebe Foster, aged twenty-four years. She wisa 
kind and dutiful child, being religiously inclined from 
early life; the loss of a dear brother in the year 1854, 
greatly tended to wean her from the world, and to in- 
crease her desire that she might become more devoted 
to the cause of Truth. She had very humble views of 
herself, and was concerned not to appear unto men to 
fast, but to be found acceptable to her Heavenly Fa- 
ther. A diary which she kept in the latter years of her 
life, shows the watchful state of ber mind from day to 


day. 


The coloured people not participating in the; passed away without groan or struggle. 


saying, ‘If you are only as faithful as ancient Friends, 
you may be as good.” To her mother she said, “I 
hope thou wilt continue to be faithful, and thou wilt be 
carried through thy many trials and receive a crown at 
last.” The following is the last record in her Diary, 
dated Eighth month, 1861.—“ What a merciful Saviour 
we have to do with; how kindly ne has cared for me 
through the whole of my sickness ; how can I praise him 
enough! I have felt so peaceful and quiet, nothing seems 
to disturb me. I threw myself at his feet and left every- 
|thing in his hands, believing he would do right. 
Through the help of my Saviour I can now give up all, 
even my dear mother, brothers and sisters, for a place 
| in the kingdom of heaven, for I do believe I shall land 
there at last—that an acceptance will be granted me.” 
She continued in the same quiet and trustful spirit to 
the close, was sensible when the time of her departure 
had come, said she was ready, and desired that quiet- 
A few minutes 


We feel that 
this language of the dear Saviour is indeed applicable 
to her, “ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” 

, at Westerly, R. I., on the 27th of Eleventh 
month, 1861, Temperance Perry, wife of Charles Perry, 
and daughter of Thomas and Phebe Foster, in the thirty- 
This dear Friend was remarka- 
ble for the purity and uprightness of her life, being con- 
cerned to live near to the Fountain of all good. She 
was uncommonly docile and mature in early life, appear- 


which children are usually fond, and being early visited 
by the Day-spring from on high, she chose the compan- 
ionship of the religious and experienced. She was the 


her parents in bringing up the younger ones, being often 
left in care of them whilst ber parents were from home 
attending meetings. In this trust she was judicious, 
and faithful far beyond her years. She was very ex- 
emplary in her conduct and conversation, her words be- 
ing few. 





with cheerfulness and religious weight. 


ing to have little or no relish for those amusements of 


With a delicate physical constitution, she was 
endowed with a clear and comprehensive mind, seasoned | Samurt Lex, in the seventy-fourth year of his age, ® 
She sometimes | member of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting of Friends, Mor- 
Her spare hours were almost exclusively spentin' felt a religious concern for others, and endeavoured to gan Co., Ohio. 


help them by a word of caution or encouragement, ag 
jshe felt to be required. These efforts were always well 
received, and sometimes appeared to have a marked 
effect for good. Sheendureda lingering disease of near 
three years duration with exemplary patience and sub. 
mission to the Divine will. The latter part of the tims 
was rendered more trying by the decline of a dear sig. 
ter, whom she was unable to visit for some months, 
and whose close preceded her own by about two weeks, 
Messages of love and sympathy often passed between 
them, and when informed of dear Lydia’s removal, she 
quietly said, “ Well, then she is released from all her 
sufferings.” Her only surviving sister coming to see 
her, addressing her as ‘‘my poor stripped sister,” she 
said, “ Be cheerful, go about the house cheerfully, i i 
thy duty to be cheerful.” Three days before her depar- 
ture, she requested herhusband, and two elder children, 
to sitdown by her bedside, and after a time of silence, she 
very feelingly but calmly and impressively said to the 
|children, “It is not because it has not cost me a great 
deal to give you up, that I can now speak of it without 
tears, but I believe the Lord will take care of you with- 
out me, or he would have preserved my life. Put your 
whole trust in Him and he will never, never leave you 
nor forsake you.” After an impressive pause of several 
minutes she said, “I have no words for the deep afflic- 
tion of my precious companion ;” and then, as ifsuddenly 
}comforted with the thought, she added in more animated 
|tones, “but I will pray the Lord to support him.” Soon 
after, she gave some directions concerning her children, 
and seeing her husband much affected, said to him, “ Do 
not grieve ; we shallsoon meet again.” To a neighbour 
who watched with her, she said that “she believed she 
was nearly through with this world,” and in answer to 
an inquiry whether she was not reconciled, she replied 
that “ she was reconciled, and more than reconciled 
—that she was happy.” She said that all care for 
her children was now taken away—that at times she 
was astonished that she had been enabled so entirely 
to give them up. She added that “she had passed 
through many trials and temptations, but had over- 
come them all; that she felt that she should not be 
saved through her own merits, but through Christ, yet 
that she had tried to do right.” To another, who 
expressed his sorrow to find her so low, she replied, “I 
cannot say that I could wish it otherwise.” She con- 
tinued in this happy and triumphant state, enduring all 
her sufferings, which were great, with cheerful compo- 
jsure, until the day of her departure. On the morning 
of that day, it was evident she was fast failing, and 
about 11 o'clock, after having her pillows adjusted she 
said, “Now, I believe I shall go soon.” Immediately 
she became distressed from inability to raise from the 
lungs, and although her suffering was great, yet most of 
the time her countenance wore a serene and happy ex- 
} pression. She was perfectly sensible but unable to speak. 
When asked by her mother if she was happy, she res- 
ponded by a look and « motion that she was, as intelli- 
gibly as words could have done. It was not supposed 
that she would be able to speak again, but sometime 
after this, in a melodious voice raised above her usual 
tone and perfectly distinct, she said, “ Oh! the joy, 
pure, bright, undefiled joy of that holy habitation into 
which I am about to enter,” adding, “ all is love there.” 
The substance of this she repeated several times in the 
same distinct and pleasant tones—after which she 
uttered no more that could be connected, and about 
half-past three o'clock in the afternoon, her purified 
spirit took its flight. 

,on the 12th of First month, 1862, aged about 
seventy-four years, Racnen, wife of Jacob Haines, a be- 
loved memberand elder of Muncy Particular and Monthly 
Meeting. In early life she submitted to the heart chang- 
ing power of Divine grace, and endeavouring to keep 
under its sanctifying operations, became qualified for 
usefulness in ber family, the neighbourhood, and in the 
church, and was enabled to occupy the sphere allotted 
by her Divine Master, with consistency and propriety. 
She was adorned by a meek and quiet spirit, careful to 
guard the outgoing of the lips, to avoid speaking evil of 
any; ever ready to entertain strangers, especially the 
Lord’s servants, and with Christian kindness to minis- 
ter to the comfort and the wants of the destitute. 
Toward the close of life the watchful state of her mind 








eldest of eight children, and was a comfort and help to| was peculiarly observable, often appearing to be gathered 


into inward stillness and waiting on the Lord, and though 
the final summons came suddenly, Ler friends have the 
consoling belief that, as a servant in waiting, she was 
found ready, and is entered with her Lord into his rest. 

, on the 28th of First month, 1862, at the resi- 
dence of his brother, James Lee, in Exeter, Berks Co., Pa. 
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